
 
     Stanford Files 

 
Stanford files encapsulate the expression data from multiple experiments into a 
single tab delimited file.  Each experiment represented in the file will have a 
single dedicated column that contains the expression data for that experiment. 
Each row of the file represents information relating to a particular spot on the 
slide.   
 
Header Rows 
 
Stanford files must contain one or more header rows.  These header rows must be 
at the top of the file.  The first header row is used primarily to contain the default 
experiment name for each experiment contained in the file.  The data for a 
particular experiment falls in a column under its name in the top header row. 
 
Annotation Columns 
 
The Stanford format permits any number of annotation columns, which must 
occupy the left most columns of data in the file.  Each of these annotation 
columns contains annotation corresponding to the spot represented by that row of 
the file.  Each of the annotation columns has a label in the top header row to 
indicate the annotation type.   
 
Expression Data 
 
The Expression data is arranged such that there is one column for each 
experiment represented in the file. The position of the expression data column for 
a particular experiment is beneath the header’s experiment label for that 
experiment.  See the Stanford file loader figure below as an example.   



 
Stanford File Loader 


